Texts Related to Ending the Life of the Terminally Il
TBR, February 26, 2015 R. Michael Dolgin

2:7,8 N8 MIYN NN MYn 0'an9

PN ONY POY XN DONN NN XIN IDANY THND NLVN NIND NN N NN NN XYNIN TR (7)
PIRN PT P PN OITMIX INNN DO XN M THND DIV TY IMINIY D DTN T DO
AN

DTN 921 DTN DTN MV M O PV TONM NMYY DOIRY 9"YN NIVN DX XNIN (N)

N2 PN N NONY DRNIN IINN NIV MY ONTIA YTIPY TY 1IN NI NN OYY NNl
NN 92T NI XY DN MY N2 DTN NYYN

Mishneh Torah of Rabbi Moses Maimonides, Laws of Murder 2:7-8

Whether one kills a healthy person or a fatally ill person or even a person in the throes of death,
the death penalty is applied. If one was in the throes of death because a person had struck him
and he was about to die, the court does not put the murderer to death.

If one kills a treifa, even though that person eats and drinks and walks about in the market, This
person is exempt from human judgement. Everyone is assumed to be healthy and the one who
murders him is put to death unless we know for certain the person is a treifa. [The definition of a
treifa is] If the doctors say that this medical problem has no human treatment, and the patient will
die of it unless something else takes his life first.
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This Talmudic passage, Babylonian Talmud 89:a, begins and ends with the statement, “Rabba
says--all agree that one who puts a treifa to death is exempt from punishment.”
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This comes from the “Daf Yomi Portal” website, in-depth study section, based on Babylonian
Talmud Avodah Zara, 27:b

The last and most significant line for this discussion (in bold above) is translated as follows:

From this we learn that according to Rabbeinu Yhonatan, the need to extend the life (of a
mortally ill person) is in order that this person might confess and repent. If the person cannot
speak, at least he might do so in his heart. However, if the person has no remaining awareness at
all, there is no advantage in extending his life.



